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ABSTRACT 

Nano-technology is increasingly applied to many diverse 

spheres. However, there are growing concerns over the ecological, 

health, labour, social and ethical implications of such technology. 

In recent years, these concerns have resulted in key players on the 

international stage increasingly investing in research and 

assessments into technology related risks. This paper compares 

Korea and Taiwan for their risk and ethical governance 

frameworks. It finds that South Korea has developed comparatively 

comprehensive economic, social, ecological, health and ethical 

assessments. In contrast, Taiwan has neglected to deal with the 

ethical and social uncertainty risks which nano-technology 

engenders. It points out the lacks of regulation for assessing the 

social implications and of public participation, among others.  
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