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ABSTRACT 

The forward to the World Health Organization Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) describes the convention 

as a response to the globalisation of the tobacco epidemic and in 

particular, to the liberalisation of trade. Without doubt, the 

drafters were concerned with the potential for trade liberalisation 

to stimulate tobacco consumption. In response, the FCTC obliged 

parties to implement a range of tobacco control measures as 

indirect means of flanking trade liberalisation. This paper argues 

that the response of the FCTC to trade processes could be 

improved by the conclusion of a protocol setting out administrative 

style international laws governing processes of trade-related 

policy-making. This approach should improve the response of the 

FCTC to trade processes, promote the reconciliation of trade and 

tobacco control as policy choices and ensure that the FCTC is 

capable of serving as a model with respect to broader issues of 

trade and health. 
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