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ABSTRACT 

Although one scholarly approach has suggested that the principle 

of lex specialis can be used to identify which of the different standards 

of the GATT or the GATS applies, it nevertheless is arguable that the 

principle is not useful for reconciling the two agreements. When the 

relationship between specialis and generalis is being examined, there 

must initially be an inclusive relationship between them. Moreover, 

the subject matter of the lex specialis must be included in that of the 

lex generalis. As the subject matter of the GATT and the GATS cannot 

constitute an inclusive relationship, one cannot apply the principle of 

lex specialis to address the subject matter covered by the GATT and 

the GATS. Therefore, there is no place for the principle of lex specialis 

to resolve the conflict between the GATT and the GATS. 
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